
MAY 12 - THE DESERT IN BLOOM 
 
Another day, another RV park. Well, not quite. The RV park had done its job - our batteries are fully 
charged and the water tank is full. Time to get back to nature and the BLM lands of Lone Pine, CA. 

We enjoyed a leisurely drive south on Hwy 395 - a 4-lane highway. We stayed in the right lane and 
observed the 55 mph speed limit (CA law if towing). 

The Sierra Nevada mountains are pretty impressive! 

I wanted to take a panoramic picture so we stopped at a pullout that also had a little bit of local history. 



We continued our drive south and a short while later reached Lone Pine, CA. 

Not sure of exactly how to get to the campground, we stopped at the local grocery store where I 
bought some ice. I asked the clerk for directions and she kindly told me where to go.  

We found a nice site and set up. I saw a bit of water 
so I walked to the back of our site and shot the video 
of Tuttle Creek. 

Okay, it's just after 11 a.m., so it is definitely 
coffee time. We hopped into Alfie and headed 
back to Lone Pine. The drive down was 
interesting - I had no idea we had climbed so far. 

At the local Lone Star Bistro, while we enjoyed a nice cup of coffee and a muffin, I checked the 
internet for the elevations. In 6 miles, we had climbed 1,393' to the campground! No wonder Alfie 
was a little slow going up! 

As we walked to the grocery store, we found this plaque. 

Afterwards, we headed back up to the campground. On the 
way we passed this sign. 



We continued climbing then saw this plaque on the side of the road. 

I suggested to Jen that we 
should check out the Lone Pine 
campground further up.  

Lone Pine c/g is at 6,000', about 800' higher than where we are. 

We turned around at the campground entrance and saw this view. 

From the main highway, we turned onto the 
road that leads to Tuttle Creek campground. 

The paved road into the campground is quite long. Along the way we saw this - the desert in bloom. 

Isn't Mother Nature marvellous?! 



On the other side of the road… 

We're here for 2 nights if the wind doesn't blow us away. It's blowing hard at times again today. In the 
shade it is very comfortable. I imagine if the wind stopped, the heat might be quite oppressive. 

Just heading back from an afternoon walk. By the way, the camera lies….the mountains are very close. 

That's all for today. 


