MAY 24 - ANOTHER VISIT TO THE GRAND CANYON ON THE WAY TO PAGE, AZ

We left Bonito campground (7,276') early this morning (8:15 a.m.) heading north to Page, AZ. This
route takes us close to the east entrance of the Grand Canyon. We figured as we're going to be so
close, it was worth the 29 mile drive (one-way) to see the canyon again. And we were NOT

disappointed.

On the drive to the east entrance we noticed a "scar"
in the landscape that meandered alongside our route.
Turns out that this is the Little Colorado River
Gorge. We stopped on the way back at one of the
Scenic View turnouts and I shot a video. The sides of

this much smaller canyon are near vertical.
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As we walked through the parking lot, I was intrigued by signage on this coach.

We slowly made our way to the edge J : L
of the canyon. What?! No Like Nowhere Else il

Welcome to Grand Canyon and Desert View, where sun and sky,

guardrails?! Nope. Sure there were Caemamelnan L

blend into sweeping panoramas,

guardrails around the man-made

Constructed in 1932, the 70-foot tall Desert View Watchtower
provides visi d the world with magni diews

structures like the Watch Tower, but ofthecanyonan e P Deser beson

along the edge, nada. If you missed
your step, you wouldn't fall very far,
but you'd have a hard time stopping

on the steep terrain below.




The Grand Canyon was absolutely spectacular (it didn't hurt that it was sunny today, unlike our
previous cloudy-day visit on the train). The views were close to 180° at Desert View - it was
incredible. We just couldn't take it all in. I took numerous pictures and shot a video.

-'—“ I left Jen devourlng the views and wandered

over to the Watchtower.




On the viewing deck of the Watchtower is a plaque and information board.

Tragedy
Remembered

happen even in specticular beauty

Catastrophe
nents and Ruman actions

O Junie W, 1956, 2 United Airlines BC-Tand a TYA Super
Constellatian maneuvered azound tewering cumuius closds
e All pe

collided i a1

im) sbawe Temple and G oar buttes. Passengers sncluded
Brominens business people and familics, Every passcnger
i lved anes walting for them, though thesr journey ended

anexpestedly,

{The Grend Canyan disaster “rocked the aviation world."

history a the finie. Within a few years, the United Statcs
Congress created the Federal Aviation Administration to
increase alr safery,

e to.ts impartance in aviation history, this hallowed
ground isa National Historic Landmark. This designation
Prorects ariicts rmaining i this remote area of the canyon
and provides learning opportunities sbout the exents of thar
day and beyond,

All too soon we had to leave the Grand Canyon and get back on the road to Page, AZ. As I mentioned
earlier, we stopped at the Little Colorado River Gorge. The steep, vertical sides of this canyon are

really impressive.

But apparently, the "natives" here are a little more

aggresswe .




After a short visit, we continued our journey to Page. The scenery changed dramatically almost every

time we turned a "corner".

We arrived in Page, AZ (4,300') very early in the afternoon. The sun was shining and the temperature
was 92°F. Both RV parks/campgrounds were full so we headed for Walmart along with many others.

Tomorrow morning, I am booked on a tour of Antelope Canyon. That should be interesting. I'll see

you there.



